164        THE STUDENTS OF INDIA

filled with ideas old and new, true and untrue,
in a confused mass, unrelated to the problems
of his daily life. He is bewildered, and deeply
needs help.

(2) A few students have broken from
Hinduism, at least in their secret mental
allegiance, and have sought relief in some
religion or reform movement which offers hope
of escape. A few have become Christians.
A much larger number have become secret
disciples of Christ, or are imbued with the
Christian principles of social reform. A few
take up the all-embracing eclectic doctrine of
Theosophy, which practically receives anything
from all religions except Christianity. A hand-
ful have entered the now impotent sect of the
Brahmo-Samaj, which is practically Unitarian
theism. After a generation of trial the total
strength of the Brahmo-Samaj is only 5504;
it is no longer needed as a refuge for Hindu
nonconformists, and its protests against idolatry
and other abuses have now.been taken up within
Hinduism itself. The Arya-Samaj, however,
is a much more flourishing and virile sect,
based upon the two doctrines of monotheism
and the infallibility of the Vedas. Its total
strength is now 243,000, or two and a half times
what it was ten years ago. Strongly national,
and often political, this reform movement is